
In January of 2020, Ivan Gonzalez announced that he was running for Mayor of Baltimore 
City. State and local laws require that candidates for Mayor of Baltimore City meet certain 
residency requirements. Specifically, Baltimore City Code, Article IV § 1 provides that the Mayor 
“shall be over 25 years of age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the City for at least 
1 year next preceding the election and during the term of office.” Md. Code Ann. Local 
Government §9-113 provides that candidates for the Mayor of Baltimore City must be a resident 
of the City for at least six months before the general election.  Md. Code. Ann. Election Law §5-
202 provides that “a candidate for public or party office must be a registered voter at an address 
that satisfies any residence requirement for the office that is imposed by law and, in the case of a 
party office, by party rules.” 

 
In addition to meeting the residency and registration requirements outlined in state and 

local law, to be certified as a candidate for Mayor of Baltimore City, one must file (1) a "Candidate 
Information Sheet" and (2) a "Statement of Organization” at the Baltimore City Board of Elections. 
The information on these two documents is then used by the Baltimore City Board of Elections to 
generate a “Certificate of Candidacy,” which is the legal document certifying a person’s candidacy 
pursuant to Election Law Articles §5-301 through §5-303. The “Certificate of Candidacy” is 
required to be signed by the candidate under the penalties of perjury.  

On or about January 24, 2020, Mr. Gonzalez submitted a “Candidate Information Sheet” 
and “Statement of Organization” to the Baltimore City Board of Elections, noting that his 
residential address was located in Baltimore City at 620 South Ellwood Avenue, Baltimore, MD 
21224. Based on this representation, the Baltimore City Board of Elections generated a Certificate 
of Candidacy, which noted that Mr. Gonzalez resided at the aforementioned Baltimore City 
address. Mr. Gonzalez signed the Certificate of Candidacy under penalties of perjury, and affirmed 
that the information contained on the form, including the noted Baltimore city address, was correct 
and accurate, and that he met all the requirements for the office of Mayor of Baltimore City. As 
previously noted, the requirements for the office of Mayor of Baltimore City include the 
requirements of being a Baltimore City resident for at least one year prior to the election and being 
a registered voter of Baltimore City.   

 
Investigation revealed that despite Mr. Gonzalez’s affirmation that he lived in Baltimore 

City, Mr. Gonzalez’s actual residential address was located at 220 Marina View Court, Essex, 
Maryland, 21221, in Baltimore County—a property he has owned since 2016.  

 
For example, Mr. Gonzalez continued to receive mail at the Essex address even after filing 

his Certificate of Candidacy.  The most recent tax filings by Mr. Gonzalez indicate that he filed 
his taxes using the Baltimore County address. Notably, the Baltimore County address has 
continuously been registered as his principal address since 2017.  

 
Furthermore, a review of Gonzalez’s personnel records from the Baltimore Police 

Department showed that during his many years of service with the Department he had never listed 
620 S. Ellwood Avenue as a residence, despite being required to update his contact information 
anytime there was a change, and updating his address in the past.   

 



The Baltimore City address listed in Mr. Gonzalez’s candidacy filings has actually been 
owned by Zoltan and Debra Kiss since 1983, and they have registered it as their principal 
residence. State property records describe the location as “owner occupied.”  

 
On October 28, 2020, Investigators interviewed Zoltan Kiss. That interview was recorded.  

During the course of the interview Mr. Kiss acknowledged that while he knew Gonzalez, Gonzalez 
never resided with him, nor did he ever stay overnight, at 620 S. Ellwood Avenue, Baltimore, MD 
21224. If called to testify, Mr. Kiss would testify that at no time was Gonzalez a resident of his 
Baltimore City home.  

 
If called to testify, witnesses would identify Ivan Gonzales as the individual who 

perjuriously signed and filed a “Certificate of Candidacy” in order to run for Mayor of Baltimore 
City during the 2020 primary election.  These events occurred in Baltimore City, Maryland.   
 


